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Week ending:   3rd  September 2010         number 1


Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back!  I am sure many of you are relieved the holidays are over and the children are returning to school. Unfortunately the weather here wasn’t so good but I hope you enjoyed yourselves and are fully recharged for the new year ahead.  I would also like to extend a special welcome to all our new families, as we look forward to another busy and successful year. The last school year ended with many sporting successes and excellent Year 6 SATs results due to the hard work of the pupils and staff – a big ‘THANK YOU’ to you!  We would like to wish all our ex-Year 6 pupils every success as they take up their new classes in high school.
Punctuality & Attendance

I would like to remind parents that children need to be on the school site at 8.50am ie not too late for going in at 8.55am or too early when there is no yard supervision.  
We have a school target of 96% or higher attendance for pupils. I realise that children get ill and they shouldn’t come to school but I expect to see them when they are reasonably fit to 
attend ie sniffs, slight colds or mild sore throats are OK in school. If I have concerns I will contact parents or inform the Education Welfare Officer if necessary. 

Holidays in term time

As explained last term, no holidays will be authorised during term time this year. The children already get over 14 weeks holiday and missing school does impact on their learning.  If your child takes time off during term time, we will have to consider taking them off the school roll.

Equality and Community Cohesion

The new 2010-13 plan is now available and will be updated throughout the year.  We have already received some stakeholder input, but if you would like to have your say then please let us know.
Gifts

A big “thank you” to all the children from everyone for their kind ‘end of term’ gifts to the teachers and staff.  They were very much appreciated.

Lunchtime and Dinner Money
Please note that the cost of a School Dinner for Infant children (Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2) is £1.85.  This remains excellent value for money and we would ask that the children bring in the exact change to avoid delays in the dinner queue. A cash cafeteria service will continue for Junior children (Years 3,4,5 & 6).
Owed Dinner Money

If anyone still owes the kitchen staff money for unpaid dinners from last term and the start of this one, please re-pay the debt as soon as possible.  
Our kitchen staff do not have the facility to loan dinner money indefinitely and if a child forgets their dinner money, this is ‘loaned’ from them as a gesture of goodwill.
Free Meals
If you are entitled to free meals, please make sure you take up the offer.  All queries regarding free meals should be directed to the Education Benefits Section on 828609.  Please make sure you send your claims in on time, as if you have a break in claiming, your child will be taken off the free meals list and you will need to send enough money in to pay for your child’s school meal if they have one. Thank you.
Videos and photographs of pupils –local trips
Please sign the Parent/Guardian consent form IN THE PLANNER** and return it to your child’s teacher as soon as possible. This way parents will be able to take videos of school sports’ days, class assemblies and shows and have a memory to cherish in the future. This will also give your permission to allow your child to go out into the local area during the year supervised by staff.
** unfortunately there has been a delay, by the printers, on receiving the planners this year,  They are expected to arrive some time next week.  Please send notes in where necessary until planners are received. Thank you.

School Uniform

Please ensure your child has the correct uniform to wear throughout the year.  Supplies are available from A/C Sports.  Order forms are available from school.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Fruit Scheme in the Infants

As last year, free fruit will be given to our Infant children.  If your child has any allergies to fruit, please let us know.

Reading Books

Please make sure that your child is bringing a book home from school to read.  Please speak to their class teacher if not. 

Medical Updates

If your child has a medical condition which we need to be aware of, or if there are any changes to your child’s existing condition or requirements, please ensure we have the correct information A.S.A.P.

“Happy Birthday”
As part of the school’s healthy eating initiative and in support of our African Charities, please remember to send in a small, voluntary contribution if your child wishes to wear his/her ‘own clothes’ on their birthday.  Thank you.
If they don’t want to bring a contribution, then please wear school uniform.

‘Mufti’

Usually we have Mufti day on the last day of each half term, with a voluntary contribution of £1 per family.  Please send this in with the oldest child in school.  If you do not want to partake and give voluntary contribution, please come in school uniform.  Thank you.
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