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Week ending:   17th   September 2010         number 2

Dear Parents/Carers,

Parent governors

Two parent governor posts have become vacant -  if anyone would be interested and would like further information, please contact Mr Gubbins. 
Punctuality & Attendance

I am already very concerned about late and absent children.  Some children manage to arrive on time every day for all their school life and are off only when they are genuinely ill.  We are only 12 days into the new term and some people are still trying to book holidays after the 7-week break!  This is not good training or ethics for when the children get older and gives a false impression for future working life where it is not possible to take extra holidays. 
There is also a small hardcore of late children who are not being fair to their classmates as lateness  disrupts the rest of the class and also makes extra work for office staff.   I am concerned that the school will lose its ‘outstanding’ category if attendance and punctuality drops.  
I would like to remind parents that children need to be on the school site at 8.50am ie not too late for going in at 8.55am or too early when there is no yard supervision.  
We have a school attendance target of 96% or higher for pupils. I realise that children get ill and they shouldn’t come to school but I expect to see them when they are reasonably fit to attend ie sniffs, slight colds or mild sore throats are OK in school. If I have concerns I will contact parents or inform the Education Welfare Officer if necessary. 

Independence

Next week, we are focusing on ‘independence’, particularly as our new Reception children remain at school full-time.  When you bring your child to school please allow him/her to enter school without you - please do not follow them into school and leave immediately.  They settle in much more quickly once all the parents have left. 
Chair of Governors

Mr Bill Morris has written to the school to inform us that due to increasing home commitments he will not be continuing as a Governor at Nicol Mere School.  He will be greatly missed and I would like to offer him a big Nicol Mere “thank you” for everything he has done for us. 
Lunchtime and Dinner Money
Please note that the cost of a School Dinner for Infant children (Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2)  still remains excellent value for money at £1.85 per day.    We would ask that the children bring in the exact change to avoid delays in the dinner queue. A cash cafeteria service will continue for Junior children (Years 3,4,5 & 6).

Privacy Notice – Data Protection Act 1998
Please refer to important information regarding your child on the reverse of this newsletter.

Pupil Data Collection
It is imperative that the school is kept up to date with any changes of address, emergency contact numbers and any changes in medical conditions throughout the school year.   Please make the office staff aware of any of these important changes as and when they arise.  If you would like to check and update any information held, please let us know. 
PTSFA  

The next Annual General Meeting of the PTSFA (Parents, Teachers, Staff and Friends Committee) will be on Wednesday, 13th October 2010 at 3.30pm in the Community Room.  ‘Friends’ old and new are very welcome.  
Ashton & Bryn Extended Services

Cheerleading

A cheerleading club will be run from 28/9/10 for 6 weeks between 4-5pm £12.00.  Booking is essential and obtain info from ‘Sarah’ on 

01942 776382 or 07500 981 648. 

Skatepark
A ‘Grand Opening’ of the new Skatepark will take place on 19/9/10 12-2pm (Skate) and 2-4pm (BMX).  This will be run in conjunction with the
A-I-M Music Festival.
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